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Earn your American Youth Football coach certification

More than 10 years ago, American Youth Football and Cheer partnered with leading coaching education provider Human Kinetics Coach Education to develop and deliver online courses for American Youth Football. Since then, tens of thousands of football and cheer coaches have earned their certification through the courses. This education helps ensure our coaches have the knowledge and tools they need to provide participants with the most positive and safe sport experience possible.

Coaching Youth Football the AYF Way and Coaching Youth Cheerleading the AYC Way present the fundamental coaching concepts, responsibilities, and the most important coaching points of the major skills and tactics of youth football and cheer. Coaches new to AYF and AYC take the respective introductory course for initial certification.

The recertification course provides returning coaches (those who have already taken the introductory course) with continuing education on topics pertinent to bettering and safeguarding the sport experience for coaches and athletes. Completion of the recertification course extends certification for one year.

In the best interest of our young athletes, AYF/AYC strongly encourages all our coaches to complete the coaching education program. Certification is required of head football and cheer coaches participating in national championships.

To get your certification, begin by purchasing your course. Course access instructions will be emailed to you immediately after purchase. Follow the instructions and link in the email to access your course. Or, after purchasing your course, return to this page and click on "Take Course/Print Certificate" from the left-hand menu to access your course. When you have completed the course, print a certificate of course completion from the website to document your achievement and submit to your league administrator.

Get started today!




About Coach Certification

American Youth Football and Cheer online coach certification courses improve the quality of coaching in AYF/AYC programs and foster a positive sport experience for participants at the youth level.

Initial certification (for new coaches) 
If you are a coach who is new to AYF or AYC this year and need to certify for the first time, then you will take the introductory course for the sport you coach. All tournament team coaches should be aware that a course completion certificate is one of the items on the registration checklist required for the national championships.

Recertification (for returning coaches)
 Returning AYF and AYC coaches are required to take the annual recertification course to continue their certification and professional development. Certification is valid for one year from the date of course completion. Completion of the introductory course is a prerequisite for taking the recertification course. If you have already taken the introductory course for the sport you coach, then you do not need to purchase the introductory course again.

About American Youth Football (AYF) and American Youth Cheer (AYC)

Founded in 1996, American Youth Football is an independent 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation that provides support services, scholarships, grants, giving back programs and tournaments to over 700,000 participants, 90,000 coaches, and 40,000 administrators in 50 states and several countries worldwide. AYF/AYC is committed to its Giving Back program, which has awarded more than $15 million in grants and athletic supplies over the years to communities that support youth football. AYF/AYC was the first national organization to offer all-inclusive football divisions, enabling every child a place to play. For more information visit the website at www.americanyouthfootball.com.

About Human Kinetics Coach Education

Human Kinetics Coach Education is the leading provider of youth, high school, and elite-level sport education programs in the United States. Rooted in an athlete-centered philosophy that places the developmental needs of sport participants ahead of winning at all costs, Human Kinetics Coach Education has educated more than two million coaches, officials, sport administrators, parents, and athletes. For more than 40 years, local, state, and national sport organizations have partnered with Human Kinetics Coach Education to lead the way in making sport a safe, successful, and enjoyable experience for all involved.




Buy Course

New football and cheer coaches earn initial certification by purchasing and taking the introductory course for the sport coached. Returning AYF and AYC coaches continue their certification and professional development by purchasing and taking the recertification course. It’s an investment that will provide dividends for seasons to come.

To purchase your course, click on the appropriate course image at the bottom of the page. During the purchase process, you will be asked to affiliate with an organization. Select "American Youth Football and Cheer" as your organization. You'll then return to this page, reselect your course, and add to cart. After purchasing your course, you will receive an email containing instructions and link for accessing your course.

Purchasing Courses in Bulk

If you are an administrator purchasing introductory courses in bulk (two or more courses) to assign to your coaches, click on the course you want to purchase, adjust the quantity in your shopping cart, enter the appropriate discount code*, and complete your transaction. You will receive an order confirmation email containing a link and instructions for assigning the courses to your coaches.

*Bulk discounts are available when purchasing 25 or more introductory courses (which may be a combination of football and cheer introductory courses). There is no bulk purchasing or discounts on the recertification course. For more information on how to purchase in quantity, click here.

Discounts are as follows:

	Number of Courses	% Discount	Discount Code
	25-49	5%	AYF25
	50-99	10%	AYF50
	100-499	20%	AYF100
	500+	30%	AYF500





Take Course/Print Certificate

If you purchased your course after January 1, 2023 Take course/Print certificate

If you purchased your course on or before January 1, 2023 Take course/Print certificate

We recommend you print a certificate of course completion for yourself to document your achievement and print and/or save a copy for league records. As coach, you are responsible for providing your certificate of course completion to your league administrator.

After clicking on one of the links above, sign in using the email address and password you used when you took the course. If you do not remember the email address you used when you took the course, please contact us. Do not attempt to create a new account; this will result in a duplicate record, which will cause delays.




Frequently Asked Questions




I am a Football or Cheer coach who is new to AYF/AYC this year. What course do I need to take to become certified?





New coaches should take the introductory course for their sport for certification, either Coaching Youth Football the AYF Way or Coaching Youth Cheerleading the AYF Way.










I am a returning Football or Cheer coach. Which course do I take this year to extend my certification?





Returning AYF/AYC coaches should take the current year’s edition of the recertification course.

Note: Coaches must complete the relevant football or cheer introductory course prior to taking the recertification course.










 How long is the certification valid?





Certification is valid for one year from the date of course completion. Coaches need to recertify each year to continue their professional development and certification.










 What is the format of the course?





The courses are web-based with all content delivered online (nothing will be mailed to you). The courses include the respective ebook Coaching Youth Football or Coaching Youth Cheerleading.










 How long does the course take to complete?





Coaches should expect to spend two to three hours going through the course and taking the test.










 Can courses be purchased in bulk?





Yes, league administrators have the option of purchasing courses in quantity and distributing them to their coaches. AYF/AYC coaches are also eligible for bulk discounts. Click Buy Course on the menu for more information.










 How do I get additional support?





For additional FAQ, click here.

Can't find the answer you're looking for? Contact us.














Additional Resources

Football

Cheer



            
              AYF/AYC Coaches Registry

              AYF and AYC administrators can look up coaches to verify course completion. From the drop-down menu, select “American Youth Football and Cheer” as your organization, then enter name, state, ZIP code, and/or date range and click the “Search” button. Note that coaches who have requested to be removed from the registry will not show up.

              Coaches can print their course completion certificates from the website. As league administrator, have your coaches use this tool and provide you with the documentation you need for league records and binders.

              If you need any assistance with documenting coaches' course completion, contact us.
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            First Name:
            
        

        
            Last Name:
            
        

        
            State:
Select State
Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Washington, D.C.



        

    

    
        
            Zip Code:
            
        

        
            Start Date:
            
        

        
            End Date:
            
        

    

    
        
            Organization 
            Select your organization
AcroSports
All American Athlete, Inc.
American Youth Football and Cheer
Archdiocese of Baltimore
Archdiocese of Boston
Archdiocese of Hartford
Archdiocese of Newark
Arkansas Game & Fish Commission/Youth Shooting Sports Program
Babe Ruth League
Black Diamondz Elite All Star Team
Broken Arrow Youth Baseball
California Interscholastic Federation
Central Texas Youth Football League
Central Texas Youth Sports Organization
Chicago Public Schools
CIF Los Angeles City Section
CIF Southern Section
Civilian Marksmanship Program
Cleveland Muny Football League
Clinton Baseball Association
Colleges and Universities
Colleges and Universities (Illinois)
Colleges and Universities (California)
CYO Athletic Ministry of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
CYO/Camp Howard
Diocese of Cleveland CYO
Diocese of Oakland
Florida High School Tennis Coaches Association
Florida School Districts
Frederick County Parks and Recreation
Fresno Pacific University
Georgia Southern University
Greater Youth Sports Association
Hartford Union High School
Human Kinetics Coach Education
Illinois Elementary School Association
Illinois High School Association (Coaches)
Illinois High School Association (Officials)
Indian Nations Football Conference
Iowa Community Colleges
Kansas State High School Activities Association
Lafayette Recreation and Parks
Land O Leagues Baseball
Louisiana Recreation and Parks Association
Maine Principals' Association
Midlothian Youth Football League - Cheer
MPAC Sports
National Catholic Youth Organization Sports
National Rifle Association/USA Shooting/Civilian Markmanship Program
Nevada Interscholastic Activities Association
New Hampshire CYO Athletics
New Hampshire Interscholastic Athletic Association
North Dakota Cheer Coaches Association
North Wake County Baseball Association
Ohio High School Athletic Association
Oklahoma Recreation and Parks Society
PE Central
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association/Pennsylvania State Athletic Directors Association
Play Like a Champion
Prince George's County Boys and Girls Club
Sparta Township Recreation
Sports Prep Nothing But Athletes
The Chicagoland Youth Football League
Thornton Junior Football League
United States Bowling Congress Coaching
United States Fencing Coaches Association
United States Ju-Jitsu Federation
United States Squash Racquets Association
US Ski and Snowboard Association
US Speedskating
USA Curling
USA Shooting
Virginia High School League
Washington Interscholastic Activities Association
WeDiscover Education
West Virginia Secondary School Activities Commission
Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association
Wisconsin Park and Recreation Association
Wyoming High School Activities Association
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    Coaching Youth Football the AYF Way 3rd Edition Online Course
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    Coaching Youth Cheerleading the AYC Way 2nd Edition Online Course

    
    
      
        
        
        
          
            Regular price
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    AYF/AYC Recertification: Sportsmanship and Safety 11E Online Course

    
    
      
        
        
        
          
            Regular price
          
          $15.95
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